
 
Patricia Hills 

238 Putnam Avenue 
Cambridge, MA  02139-37678 

 
 
        
       October 2, 2007 
 
 
 
Dan Burns 
American Paintings, Drawings & Sculpture 
Christie’s 
20 Rockefeller Plaza 
New York, NY  10020 
 
Dear Mr. Burns:   
 
Re:  Eastman Johnson, The Picture Book, 1855.  Charcoal, 11 3/8 x 13 1/8 inches (my 
measurements).  Signed L.R.  “E. Johnson. / June: 1855”   
 
I viewed this charming drawing at Christie’s, New York, on September 29, 2007.  In my 
opinion the work is by the American genre painter Eastman Johnson (1824-1906), and I 
plan to include the work in my catalogue raisonné of the artist’s work.  I would prefer to 
call it “The Picture Book,” as that is the title by which it has come to be known.  A 
conservator would have to give an opinion as to the medium.  With its matte finish and 
ability to respond to a stump, it looked to me like a hard charcoal rather than pencil.   
 
This is typical of the finished drawings Johnson did.  The handling of the charcoal, the 
soft chiaroscuro, and the deft use of a stump to give highlights where needed are 
characteristic of Johnson’s drawing style.  
 
The drawing was in a previous Christie’s sale of November 1983 with the title “The 
Picture Book.”  (The slight crack in the drawing at the upper left seen in the photograph 
from that sale matches the actual drawing now at Christie’s.)  I saw that drawing in 1983. 
 
There is a similar drawing called The Album that was on the market in September 2000; 
the image of this drawing measures 11 7/8 x 13 5/8 inches and it is inscribed beneath the 
image “…1859…” by another hand.  (That drawing may have been copied to make a 
print, but I have no record of such a print.)  
 
 
 
 
 

Note that the inscription actually reads:
“E. Johnson./June 15: 1855.”



 
 
 
RE:  The Picture Book   - 2 -   October 2, 2007 
 
The two are almost exact except that the size of the picture in the book she holds is 
slightly larger in The Picture Book.  In 1983 when I previously did research on the work I 
noted that the National Academy of Design in New York owns the oil version, called The 
Art Lover.  (That should still be there unless it has been deaccessioned.) 
 

      Sincerely yours, 
 
 
 
       Patricia Hills, PhD 
       Co-Author:  Eastman Johnson:  
       Painting America (1999) 
pathills@bu.edu   
  
 

 
 


